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Sablnn Koztnlnnky began to grow up andWHEN notice, In the slums of tho big Amorl-ca-

lown whlthor alio had been brought as
an Infant hy liar immigrating mouzhlk Darnnl
from Krakow, nho had no way of knowing that In ft'
time die would turn out to J
bo' tall and ravishing and
physically nxqutstto; that
the day and the night would
como when her untlii skin
would recoil from tho touch

' of anything less soothing;
that she would bo somebody

and that her soul would
yearn for "class."

She was reared llko all
the rest of tho youngsters
about the murky and noisy
streets ot tho pobr and tho
rude. She played prisoners'
base nnd shrieked shrilly
nnd thruw muddy snowballs
at inoffensive peddlers and
hocklod thu polleomon and
"sassed" her elders and
nklppod n piece of clothesline on Uio congested
sidewalks Just like tho other childron of tho soiled

She went to school, whom she learned to talk
tnginniuiatlcnl English, chow gum, hato lwr teach- -

era and all other persons and aymbola associated
with dlsclpllno or rostralnt: whom she learned

, how to llu and fluht and cheat and nocomo a typical
adopted daughter of tho United SUUea an sho In
turned out In a million copies from about tho samo . "Interested Judges wore to
oust down whoro tho social riffraff wallows and
blooms. ,

When Hnhlnn rrnehnit that Stage whers hsr
mother began to slap her for spooning with the
boys In tho dark hallways, and for staying out af-
ter riino, and for talking to tho taxi driver's wlfo
downstairs against express forblddanco, It was tlmo
for her to go to work. Her Rklrts weroiongtliuncd
A little and uho was taken to a varnish factory,
whoro Bho waa given a Job, a number, a time-car- d

and ?S a wcolj.
It would have been a oafo bet that Sablna was

set to remain a number until she had stained her
hands and probably hor soul in tho varnish plant,
Until and maybo oven after sonio graisy roughneck
with filthy fingernails had man led her at a glnny
coremony, and thereafter sho would llvo out andlight out, and swear out the rest of hor predestined
exlstonco between raising disorderly children In hor
own image, battling" with a malodorous and soggy
hUBbaml, growing old and slatternly mid haid-boile- d

and sour.
And so it would have drifted, most llkoly, had

It not happened that nn unforeseen and apparently
Inconsequential event had transpired amateur
night at a shabby theatre near the tenement whoro
Sablna and hor flemi-envag- o flock lived. Hublua
had boon to u few Snturday night dances, and hor
natural gracefulness and developing charms had
marked hen as a "spieler" that could not bo buried
In tho hubbub und mass confusion of many.

, Whenever Sablna danced in the choap party dross
hor "mother had made alio was singled Tmt,

Kspoclally whon alio danced with Tony Martollo
did she make nil tho other varntali-stralner- s and
tho rest of the good union girls look liko vamols.
Tony was. a trifle squatty and had his hair

round on tho back of hia neck und cllppud
above his ears like u poodle. Hut he bad sliding
feet and a powerful hold and was a hooting en-
thusiast, therefore ho excelled the mob and was
regarded as tho logical partner for Sablna, tho
dancing sensutlon Of the precinct.

Tho amateur night was to bo cllmaoced with
a grand dancing contest tor couples, the prize to
bo $20, the decision to bo by popular applauso.

Thoro was n good doal of campaigning In Ad-

vance. Kcsldouu ot the Blums haven't much
faith In essential Justice, nnd haven't muoh use
for it, either. They learn early what maneuvering
means, in politics especially. And the dancing
coutQHl, was njipronchod with' organized rival
cliques and claques pledged to applaud for cor-tai- n

pairs, merit notwithstanding, Tony had some
following, but Sablna was entirely lacking In pre-
arranged support, depending entirely on tho un-

attached elcmouts who might sincerely warm to
hor work ot course, thoro would bo some ot those,
too, as not every one In the whole house who came
would como "Instructed."

The grotesquo performers did their stuff one
nftor the other, each taking hlmsolf and herself
with deadly serlousnoBs nud u wild, remote clutch
at tho chance that destiny "might como out of
noavon and call. Tho applause was more sympa-
thetic and facetious than grateful. Hvory one was
waiting for tho grand dancing contest that would
bring forth real talent and roal combat.

The first couple naturally rodo to n fall. Tho
management had (smattering Idea of which ones
wero In tho running und which were tho buffers.
So tho obvious lame ducks wero sent skidding and
Stumbling to tho slaughter, and tho gang wntched
with impationco for tho real contestants. Tho third
couplu began to got some Important recognition;
tho fourth took an ovation; tho fifth salvos; tho
sixth a welcome and n getaway that might have
satisfied a conquering general; tho Bovonth and
bo on.

Sablna and Tony were ninth. Tho clatter on ...wwu,

but
forward

ested as uie iitne, rire rinpper wun ino iimns
ot a race horse and the lines ot nn antolopo bent

Bwnyed to the insidious rhythm ot tho rag-
time orchestration; Tony, tho dwindled
into partner on sight he only tho left-han-

accompaniment, Jhe canvas of tho animated
niasuarpieco Several times "hand" broke
loose In tho progress of dauco, nud at tho
finish pandemonium

There were two moro couples, who did nobly,
and then the voting. Every one Bat tonso. The
pairs were brought forth In order of their appear-
ance Tho openers got HCant and scattered
from their relations Immodlatn neighbors and
the few who always the licked undordogs.
Then bt?gan to work up. Tho banded claquers
bunt to their own came on. The manager
had to raise hand many a tlmo to stop tho
noise, and then coused reluctantly, though tho
clappers know they would get another chance, for
whon the applause was called oft It meant that
tho objects thoroof would appear again In tho
gradual elimination until only two couples would
stand on the stage.

Sablna and Tony wore gratlfylngly hailed and
temporarily out of danger. Hut the flrat

volloy for Katey I'helon and Mike Kramer was
formidable, though Katoy couldn't danco the

same c6unty with if

ruio, mat u looked like
walkaway for Katey nd
Mike. Mike was the aeo-reta-

of tho Garment
Workers' local and . Katoy
was a peroxide bloudo of
tho sort that would cause
most of thebovino heartn
In suchyi district to ham-
mer. They had como down
with, a delegation number-
ing fully a third of Uie thea
tre's' capacity, and their nd- -

heronta would "stick" the harder tho opposition
and tho more shamelessly unfair tho fight the
harder.

It took closo Judging In spots, but at last the
contest narrowed down to the two couples. The
manager set them before hlra at the' edge of tho
fofltllghts, then dramatically holding tho leashed
ImndB ot his audience, ho suddenly ehot his right,
palm outward and flngor tips upward, over tho
heads of Katey and Mike. Tho house ahook with
the simultaneous contact of perhaps a thousand
hard, husky hands. From ovary section came
whistles and wows. Then ho raised his loft over
the heads of Sablna and Tony. It began more
slowly, nnd thero wasn't the concentrated explo-
sion. Hut lived, grew, swelled until was n do-ce-

showing, enough to demand n recount. A"aln
tho band went ups ovpr Katoy and Miko; again
that ataccato. voluminous mob applause, seemingly
moro hefty than oven In tho first lns'anco.

And something happened something psycholog-
ical, too deeply so to have boon planned. Emo-
tional, qulek-toir.pore- d Sablna, "standing there and
honrlng that convincing, decisive hammering for
her rivals, bit her lips, jabbed hor finger nails Into
hor palms, but it was no use tho temperament of
tho I'ollHh girl Blzrlod In her veins and Bho began
to sob nnd weop.

Tho applauso stopped dead. The manager
raised his hand over Sablna and Tony. With a
cnnnonadlig that rnttlod the walls, every hand tnafwasn't stooped In tho sin of having sworn to put

.over K.rev and Mike, went at It. was a riot. A
hundred mon Jumped to their feet and screamed.

thousand .foot stamped. Sablna. now carriednway by thotumult oven more than showas by
tho dangor, shook more hysterically, nnd the hol-
lowing and the battering rose In proportion. Katey
and Mike looked Injured nnd helplesB. But therowas nothing to Sablna and Tony had won ao
overwhelmingly that all debate was quashed. Andthey took the prize amid n thunder that would haveembarrassed an omperor,

Tho direct result was that Sablna was a notaBloin that community. Tho result of this result waathat the raauager of tho theatre offered horn week'sengagement ut fabulouB compensation $40 nndsho accepted Sho had. to quit tho factory for thatHer mother shook hor head over that, and the ideaof her daughter nppoarlng ns n professional on astage was new and rather terrifying, but the 140was a clincher. Sablna rehearsed new stops withrony, who alsd got $10, and who temporarily, "laid?A r?m,hls regular job as a bootlegger's deliverercontraband, and In duo time they "opened."
wl'i" 'i.1US0 w58 u"us,,mny orowdod, and the turn

and ,"?.? mn- - n,,s ne.sa ro""iH'd big nil weekwas held over. Tho vaudeville
n"?.d. s',nrl'footerfl uptown, heard of this

hn?. A i
hl!e, th.fy wef" Bkt'i'tlcal over "nolgh-5,BCOy?r,-

nnd floaJl'f ins "locals," theysneakod for a look anyway And they raved-- hero was a beauty, a natural artist, aS?27M,lMtr and reatJy-"ad- e "act" Oeforo
w.?hfshl SftESi ?Lb,- n-

. . ,uu salaries, ourt . ..
entrance wns not ns solid as It had boon for some . . a-

- Baventh heaven of dream
of those with moro personal partisans, the mm.7,7' i. urae, wont along.
Btrangors began to lean nnd got Inter-- elrl
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Tony, who had wafted himself Into the
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changed his name to Anthony Plotrowsky andSablna had become Elsye Goelet with the nmmove out of the submerged area, and Tony hadbegun to put on airs and lord It about In front oftho theatre and tell his old cronies colossal liesabout tho lettcra he got from women and thepnthotie dovotion of Sablna to him.
In truth, ho wag as insanely infatuated withSablna as ha naturally might have booome, dancingIn tho arms of so Intoxicating a creature, sharingwith her the dizzy triumphs that had lifted themout of the slime and Into the glory. '
He hail at first announced to hor that theywould bo married, and, whon Sablna had lookedaskance, ho had changed his tone slightly to oneof command. When she had flnlshod telling himJust what kind of n fresh boio ho was and Justwhere he got off at. he drow back his fist. Tony

had a miaMy fist. Ho could have terrorized almostany one with it, nnd he was of tho nature thatwould use It for a bluff and follow through withtho wallop.-- Hut Sablna hadn't boon raised whero

It lVa Only v j urn
a Stop to

tho Door. Ho Helped
Her on with Her Downy
Cloak of Fluffy Fur That

Slipped Over Her
Fetching, Bare

Shoulders.
he had beon raised for nothing. As he reached
back with his tlst sho reached bnok for a bottle.

"Come on," she said quietly, "yon lift that mitt
from where It is an' I'll bounco this bottle off your
bean so hard I'll break both your legs. Who d'you
think you're bullyln', you penny-ant- e bumT"

Tony subsided. His next move was to beg.
,Ho pleaded, ho Implored, ho Bwore that ho adored
tho shadow that her lovely form cast and the dirt
she spurned with her nifty feet. She looked at
him with a sneer and told him to go nrfll marry
some Polack slob from where ho come from, notgo Bothering Elsye Goelet.

Eliye had begun to 'feel" herself. She badbeen approached and propositioned. That a
no novelty to her, young as she still was but (ho
scenes had changed. Now, Instead of aweatered
teamsters and mustached laborers and Insolentstreet loafers, .there were men of consequenco andstanding pursuing her. Her agent, her houso.
managers, tho other actors on tho bills, thon
college boys, then sports, thon prosperous business
men finally a mitlionairo in. that order her vista

Owriiiit. lt:t. t7 tnUnuUoul riltur. Bwitos lu.

j

had opened and spread In Us accustomed
gradation's.

The offer from tho revile manager meant
tho ultimate. Sho knew that once planted
In that atmosphere, her world would bo tho
top tho top that her Imagination then
could reach. Sho' know that she would
make good. The only thorn was Tony.

Tho manager was
pat and steadfast on
that Tony was im-

possible. Snblna was
as thorSughly satis-tie-d

that ho was
right, and she was
good and tired of

him and his sheep-eye- s and his vulgar
strutlingB and his specious Import-
ance, besides. Sho played out her
vaudeville bookings and called him
Into her dressing room and broke tho
news.

Tony drew a short breath, gasped,
anlvered, closed his fists, opened them again,
coughed, stuttered. t

"Wh-what?- " he wheozed. gonna blow
j mo gimme-th-e air after I made you, an'"

"Get that notion out o your nut,' said Sablna-Elsy- e.

"You nor no other small-tim- e hoofer made
ME, an' If you're so good at It, go make another
Jane. Horo's your half of tho jack we go single
hereafter."

Tony asked six questions all at once--wh- o why
what where when which how
Elsye Goelot drew herself up as grandiloquently

i as though her underwear wero - a3 silken as the
clothes that showed, and replied:

"I don' have to answer no questions to you nor
nobody. I'm my own boas. L teamed np with you
when I felt like, an' I split out with you when I feellike an' now Is when I reel like. Whore I'm goln'
what I'm goin' to do, why. I'm goln' nt all. Is none o'your business. Now beat It out o' my room, or I'llcall a stago-han- an' have you chucked out, bo."

.There was nothing else to do. Tony staggered
out out and back to whero he had como from.

Orctt Urluln BiitiU UwnL - $

Ho knew a few harpies on tho ragged edge of the
"show business" through his tew weeks In tho
profession, ancLho got shady nnd shoddy Jobs hero
and there for a tow weeks, but he had nothing
abovo the average of his typo, and he soon found
hlmsolf up against closed doors and deaf cars.
His squawks against the ingratitude of that up-

stage dame whom he had "made," and his broad
Insinuations that her rise hadn't been on tho level,

and all that went with it as' a matter of courso,

Boon wore out Us audience. Tony was again a
bootlegger's helper, save that ho occasionally
"worked n cabaret on tho side" hopeless and
helpless In his craving for n career,, for distinction
In that fairyland of which tho downtrodden and
the poor nnd the Incompetent dream and ot which
ho had lived his brief, embittering hours.

Elsye went right on nnd right up. First a show-

girl with a bit of a specialty, theri'a principal In

a gown and danco number, then ,,blllel," then
"featured," then "starred" a famous beauty, tho

toast of tho night csfsfe.
Gradually sho had ascended

socially. At first a second-rat- e

Tiotel nnd A "wild" cafe and taxis
and telephone calls and medlun;-prlce- d

Jewels had set her hoad
spinning. Thon a rococo apartment
on "tho Drive," with Its marble and
its brass. Then-- A gaudy racing car

etc., etc., and finally a quiet llttlo
apartment In an dwel-

ling far from tho "Itlalto" and even
from the "Avenue." a black town
car, Ubwn3 by modistes who didn't
cater to mero money in a word,
"class."

Tho brat of the- alleys and the
muck had blossomed and bloomed
into that miracle of all artificial
.creations a lady.

.How keenly she now regretted
her whole past so fresh a past
cannot be told. Tho errors she had
mado In the glittering dazzles ot
her advancement, tho brass sho had
so eagerly grasped as priceless
gold, thff glas3 she had so Ingenu-
ously sejzed as blue-whit- e dia-
monds, the clumsy advances shs
had thrilled to as romance, tho--1

Elsye Goelet even hated the tin-ca- n

namo aho had adopted, but
which was now welded to her and
Inseparable because of the pub-
licity; it had become her Identity.
The spelling of tho shabby-gentee- l

Christian name she had selected as
the apothqosla of splendor the
last name sho had filched from
n family that had "never done her
Any harm It gave her the horrors
to realize what an all around ple-
beian she had been had everlast-
ingly shown herself to have been
to be, probably.

And when Chester Hlbben,
i Bplendld " man of established

Btatua in all the subdivisions of the society
that now appealed to her, asked her to marry him,
she wept she wept as sho had not since that night
when sho stood, a tawdry and gawky factory me-
chanic, heart broken ovf r tjie shock of seeing half
of a $20 cash prize go glimmering in a ten-ce- dive
Crowded with hot pollol.

How could she marry Chester HibbenT True,
hor manner and her speech and her tastes had
been reflned until sho could walk beside him or
llvo with him and ralso no eyebrows. But he
didn't know; and she did. Confession alone could
not bo enough she might confess her specific mis-
deeds and ho might swallow hard and forgive, but
the rest he could never understand. One must live
the criminal vulgarities to appreciate them.

She tried to mako him realize, but he swept
away all her protests. He didn't want to know of
what had gone before he had n fair Idea ot what
rising in musical shows meant to somo girls who
had to pluck themselves out of tb gutter. He
wanted her for what sho was and as sho was, not
for anything that had gone before. He was no
hectic rah rah boy In the pitch of his first enamo-ratio-

he was a widower, had lived, .had seen, had
thought; and he knew Just what he was doing.

So Elsye said yes, nnd that night after tho the-
atre tboy went forth to cclelrate at a late cabaret.
It was all right for them to do so. Two years be--.
fortJJher presence thero was open to criticism; she
was skylarking. Now sho wns slumming.' Tho es-

tablished star, tho substantial merchant who was
her affianced, could hit It up with dignity. And
when they remained until 3 n. ra., Imbibing Judi-
ciously and dancing Intermittently, no one thought
more of It than to point them out discreetly, repeat
whothoy were, gossip and buzz In respectful tones.
Even the choristers who had known her when
and it hadn't been so long sjnee let it go at, that
and didn't press the details. ,

"Come, dear," suggested Hlbben. "It's three,
o'clock."

They rose and walked to tho checking stand
and got their wraps.

It was only a step to tho' door. He helped her
on with her downy clqak of fluffy fuf that slipped
over her fetching bare shoulders.

A man who stood cramped against the wsjl ns
though he didn't want to obtrude across a sweeping
vision of tho walk caught Chester's eye. It seemed
to him the man was scrutinizing Elsyo with even
moro than tho pointed admiration that sho always
drew from gawkers.

Sho took his arm and they started over the
threshold toward his car.

A fist flow up, Hlbben. ducked violently, Elsye.
whoso attonllon had been afield for nn abstracted
moment, stopped nnd turned. Tho fist wavered.

"Excuse mo," whlspered Elsyo and disengaged
her arm from Hibben's. She crossed him. He saw
her draw back hor dainty hand and whack tho man
with tho cap smartly in tho face. Ho cringed and
recoiled.

"I told you to stay away fm mo, Tony," hissed
Elsyo, In a tono Hlbben had never heard her use.
"Now tho nox' time you come botherin' me, I'll
knock you for a goul ani then send yon to tho
hpoeegow. Now get out o"here before I klcK yoa
In that ugly mug, you bum!"

The man turood and slunk off. Elsyo turned thu
other way,

"Now," gala" Elsye, "I suppose you'll never talk
to mo ngaln."

"Now " said Hlbben, "I know what you meant.... reversion to type, eh?"
"No, Chester. Not reversion rovcalment. Tho

type is only hidden by agown and n little powder."
"I should suggest a little more powder," said

Chester coolly.
"Good nlGht.V said Elsye, more coolly

Oh, Tony . . . take me hatno, will you?"


